/&/ ' 


/ ) ~A c - 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ARMY 
United States Army 
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate 


' Yokohama, Japan 

21 September 1948 

' UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS SEICKI NAGANUMA 
UNITED STATES OF .AMERICA VS NUBUA HOMMA ^ 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS KIYOMI IWABUCHI ^ 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS ISAMU SASAKI^ 

^ - UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS ISA?H KINTHCHI k- 

Review of the S taff Judge Advocate 

1, 'The attached record of trial, of Seicki Maganuma, Nubua Horama, Kiyomi 
Iwabuchi, Isamu Sasaki and Is ami Kintaichi at Yokohama, Japan, from 15 April 1947 
to 13 May 1947 by a Military Commission appointed by paragraph 1, Special Orders 
No, 78, Headquarters Eighth Army, dated 3.April 1947, having been referred to 
the Staff Judge Advocate, this review thereof is submitted to the Commanding 
General. 


Personal Data Concerning Accused 


NAME: Nubua Honnta -V 
AGE: ' 34 

RESIDENCE: Not shown 
MARITAL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: Wife 
EDUCATION: Not shown 
VOCATION: Buddhist priest. 

MILITARY CAREER: Imperial Japanese 
Army from 2 May 1939 to 31 May 1940; 
recalled 1 August 1941 and served 
until end of war. 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 26 December 1945 
DATE OF .ARRAIGNMENT: 15 April 1947 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 15 April 1947 to 
13 May 1947 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 13 May 1947 
SENTENCE: CHL for fifteen (15) years 
CLEMENCY RECOMENDED BY COMMISSION: 

No 


NAME: Isamu Sasaki V 
AGE: .30 

RESIDENCE: Not shown 
MARITAL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: Wife 
EDUCATION: Not shown 
VOCATION: Not shown 
MILITARY CAREER: Imperial Japanese 
Army from 10 January 1939 to 31 Jan¬ 
uary 1943. 


NAME: l3ami Kintaichi 
AGE: 28 y 

RESIDENCE: Not shown 
MARITAL STATUS: ^ferried 
RELATIVES:. Wife 
EDUCATION: Not shown 
VOCATION:' Not shown 
MILITARY CAREER: Member of Imperial 
Japanese Army (dates not shown). 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 23 December 1945 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 15 April 1947 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 15 April 1947 to 
13 May 1947 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 13 May 1947 
SENTENCE: CHL for twelve (12) years 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: 

No 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 18 November 1945 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: -15 April 1947 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 15 April 1947 to 
13 May 1947 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 13 May 1947 
SENTENCE: CHL for twelve (12) years 
CLEMENCY' RECOM'SNDED BY COMMISSION: 

No 


NAME: Kiyomi Iwabuchi 
AC-E: 41 

RESIDENCE: Not shown v 
MARITAL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES': Wife, five children, ages 
21, 18, 14, 11 and 6. 

EDUC ATION: Not shorn 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 18 November 1945 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 15 April 1947 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 15 April 1947 to 
13 May 1947 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 13 May 1947 
SENTENCE: CHI. for five (5) years 
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NAVE:' Seioki Naganuma 
AGE: 33 

RESIDENCE:. Not shown' 

MARITAL STATUS:--Married 
RELATIVES: Wife,, two children, ages 
4 and 2. 

EDU0A.Tl.0N: Graduate' of ‘Economics, 
’•Yaseda University, — 

VOCATION:' Employee of the..Manchurian . 

Coai Mining Corporation 
MILITARY CAREER: Imperial Japanese 
Army from 10 February 1940 to the 
end of war, 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 22 November 1945 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 15' April 1947 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 15 April 1947 -to 
13 May 1947 

DATE OF SENTENCE:. .13 May 1947 
SENTENCE: CHL for. twenty-five (25) 
years 

CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: 

No 


2, Synopsis of Charges, Pleas, Findings and Legal Sufficiency: 


Charge and Specifications: 


Findings 


Legally 

Sustained 


Charge: Between 1 Nov 1942 and 1 Sept 
1945,'at or near Sendai Area POT Can?) 
No. 4, Ohasi, Honshu, Japan, accused, 
then a non-commissioned officer serving 
with the.Armed Forces of Japan, did 
violate the Lara and Customs of War, 

Sp 1: On or about 17 May 1943, accused 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
Leslie Richard Stranks, a British PVF, 
by' abusing and beat’irig him with his' 
fists, and kicking him until he became 
. unconscious. 

Sp 2: Between 15 Dec 1943 and 15 Jan 

1944, accused did willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully mistreat John Rich, an American 
FW, by abusing and beating him with his 
fists for a period of approximately 
twenty minutes, 

Sp J3i Between 1 Nov 1942 and 1 S.ept , 

1945, ' accused .did willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully withhold, misappropriate, and ‘ 
confiscate for his own use, Red Cross ' 
food and supplies, intended for the 
use and benefit of American and other 
Allied PW's. 


Sp 41 Between 1 Jan 1944 end 31 Dec NG 

1944, accused did willfully and unlaw-' 
fully mistreat'and 'abuse Basil Bunyard, 
an American FW, by beating him with his 
fists for a period of approximately five 
minutes, 

Sp 51 . Between 1 Nov 1942 and 1 Sept NG 

1945, aecused did willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully mistreat, abuse arid'beat numerous . ' 
American and other Allied PW's-, ■ 
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Charge: Between 10 Feb 1%3' and 31 May HQ 
1945,' at, or near Sendai -Area, POT Camp 
Ho, 4 3 ’Cha. 3 ij 'Honshu, Japan, accused, 
then a oivilidn employed by and servirg 
with the Armed Forces of Japan, did' 
violate the' Laws ahd-'Cusboms of War. . 

.. .\.. . 

Sp'.l'.(as amended R.. 5):. On or about NG 
15.'Sept 1943, accused did', willfully 
and unlawfully, mistreat - and' abuse Ross 
Drabble, an.Australian PW, by'beating ’ 
him with a heavy handled rako. 

Sp: 2 (as amended R. 3): 'On or about NO 
13 Dec 1943,. accused did, --willfully aijd 1 
unlawfully, mistreat and abuse Clarence 
I/v Bolt, an American'.PW, by beating him 
with his fists for approximately thirty 
minutes. 

Sp. 3! Between 1 Jan 1944 and 3! Deo NG 

1944 , -'accused did, willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully,'mistreat and abuse Lt. Maxwell 
Humble, 6 n American.PW, by striking him 
on -the head with a metal shovel, in¬ 
flicting a severe gash. 

Sp hi Between 10'Feb 1943 and 31 May NG 

1945, 'accused did, willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully,, mistreat, abuse and beat numerous 
American and Allied PW'g. 

KiNIAICHI 

-vf-v: 

Charge: Between 16 Dec 1943'and 12 Aug NG 
1945,'at or near Sendai Area, POW Camp 
N 6 . 4,' Ohaai, Honshu, Japan, accused, " " 
then a civilian employed by and serving 
with the Armed Forces of Japan, did 
violate the Laws and Customs of War,- 

Sp 1{ Between 1 May 1945 and 31 May NG 
1945, accusedvdid willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully mistreat “and abuse Edward Lee 
Garner, an American PW, by beating him 
With a wooden sword and compelling him 
to stand at attention for a long period 
of time, 

Sp 2! Between i May 1945 and 31 May NG 
1945, .accused did willfully and unlaw-’ 
fully mistreat'and abuse Gsorge Zerbes, 
nn American PW, by beating him with a 
wooden sword and compelling him to stand 
at attention for a long period of time. 

Sp 3t Between 1 Nov 1944 and 30 Nov NG - 

1944, a.ceused did willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully mistreat Jack Ramsey, an American 
PW, by abusing and beating him. \ 

Sp 4: Between 16 Dec 1943 and 12 Aug NG 

1945 , accused did willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully mistreat, abuse and beat numerous 
American and Allied PWs, 
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IWABUCHI 




iCharge:' Between 1 Boo 1942 arid 21 Apr 
1944,'.at or near Sendai Area'POT Camp 
No. i/Ohasi,- Honshu', ’Japan, accused, 
then a non-commissioned officer serving 
■ with the Armed Forces ‘of; Japan, did 
violate the Lav/s and Customs of War. 


Sp X*': 'MW. about 1- May 1943, aocused 
did willfully and' unlawfully inis treat 
arid abuse-Klass Pen3tra, a Dutch FW, 
by beating him while JtHe said prisoner 
was physically unfit and suffering from 
ff. malignant tumor of the kidney. 


Sp 2! Between 1 Deo 1942 and 21 Apr 
1944, accused did- willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully mistreat, abuse and beat'numerous 
American and other Allied W8, 


NAGANUMA 


Charge: Between 1 Dec 1942 and 19 Apr 
1944,‘ a ; b Sendai Area'P O’! Camp'Nor 4, 
Ohs.si, Honshu,' Japan,- accused, then 
Commander of the said camp, and a First 
Lt. in the Armed Forces of Japan, did 
violate the Law's and Customs of War. 


Sp 2': On or about 1 May 1943, accused 
did willful.1 y and unlawfully mistreat 
and abuse KLass Fenstra, a Dutch FW, 
by beating him with a wooden stick, while 
the said prisoner was suffering'from a 
malignant tumor of the kidney. 


NG 


NG 


NG 


Sp 3: On or about 17 May 1943, accused 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
and abuse Leslie Richard Strands, a.' 
British- PW; by severely beating him. 


' Guilty, excepting" the 
words and figures, 

"1 Deo 1942 and 21 Apr 
1944," substituting 
therefor respectively 
the words and figures,' 
"Feb 1943 and Nov 1943," ' 
and of the'excepted words, 
Not Guilty, of the sub¬ 
stituted words Guilty. 


Yes 


Guilty, excepting the 
words, "and suffering 
from a malignant tumor 
of the kidney"; of the 
excepted words , not 
guilty (if, 89). 


Yes 


NG 


MS 


Yes 


Sp Is Between 1 Dec 1942.to 19 Apr 1944, NG 
accused did unlawfully disregard and 
fail to discharge his duty as Commander 
of ' said camp by failing to provide num-' 
erous American and' other Allied FV/'s 
with adequate food, -clothing,-medical 
treatment, and sanitation, thereby 
resulting in the malnutrition and sick¬ 
ness of the said PV*s.' ■ ■ 


NG 


MS 


Guilty, 
as amended 


Yes 


NG 


NG 


Sp 4: During.the period from 1 Deo_ 
1942 to 19‘Apr. 1944,- accused did Will¬ 
fully and unlawfully mistreat and-abuse 
Clarence L, Bolt, an American P’.V, by, 
ordering him confined in the guardhouse 
in freezing' waather, ‘without'adequate ' 
.clothing or protection from the weather, 
.thereby- resulting -in the -feet. of the 
said Bolt-becoming frostbitten. 


NG 


Yes 
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Sp 5: During the period from 1 Deo 1942 NG 
to 19 Apr 1944, accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat (Arid -abuse an. un¬ 
identified Australian PW, by beating him 
wi th’a rake, 


Nolle Prosequi 


Sp'6s On or about-17 Ifey 1943,, accused 
did-willfully'and unlawfully withhold, 
fail to issue-, and .convert to his own 
use, ■ twenty-six -parcels of Red Cross 
food and supplies intended for the re¬ 
lief and comfort of American and other 
Allied FVJls. 


Sp 7: Between the period from, 1 Dec 
1942 to 19 Apr 1944, accused did will¬ 
fully and unlawfully withhold, fail to 
issue- ahd convert to his own use Red 
Cro'Ss food and supplies intended for 
the relief and corrifort of American and 
' other Allied FKts, 


Sp 81 Between 1 Dec 1942 and 19 Apr 
1944, accused ,did willfully and unlawfully 
disregard and fail to perform his duty 
as Commander of said camp to control and 
'restrain members of his command and 
persons under his control and super¬ 
vision, by permitting them to commit 
the following cruel, inhuman, and brutal 
acts; atrocities and other offenses 
against certain American and Allied FW’s, 


a. Between 1 Bee 1942 and 29 Feb 1944, NG 
the unlawful, cruel mistreatment and 
abuse by unidentified gaards of Clarence 
L. Bolt, ah American PW, by beating him 
with clubs. 


Dismissed on Defense Motion (R. 91) 


b. Between 1 Dec 1942 and 29 Feb 1944, 
the unlawful, cruel mistreatment and 
abuse by unidentified guards, of'Capt, 
Dundy L. Zelgler, an American PW, by 
striking him with a rifle butt,' 


c-d,. (as amended, R.'3, S3, 88): On 
or about 15 Sept 1943) the unlawful, 
cruel mistreatment and abuse by Isamu 
Sasaki and other unidentified guards 
of Ross Drabble, an Australian PW, by 
beating him over the head and shoulders 
with a heavy handled rake. 


Guilty, excepting the 
words, "other unidenti¬ 
fied guards", of ths 
excepted words, not 
guilty (R. 88). 


I 

I 


e; - 'On or about 1 May 1943, the unlaw¬ 
ful, cruel mistreatment and abuse by ' 
Sgt, Kiyorai Iwabuchi of KLass Fenstra, 
a Dutch PW, by beating him while the 
said Fenstra was suffering from a 
malignant tumor of-'the kidney. 


Guilty, excepting the 
words, "while the said 
Fenstra was-suffering 
from a malignant tumor 
of the kidney"; of the 
excepted words, not 
guilty (R. 88-89). 


f. On or about 17 May 1943, the unlaw- NG 
ful mistreatment and abuse by Sgt,, Nubua 
Hoitma of'leslie Richard Stranks, a British 
PW, by beating the.said prisoner into a 
state.of unconsciousness and kicking him. 
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g. Between 15 Dec 1943 and 15 Jan NG G 

1944, the unlawful mistreatment and abuse 
by Sgt. Nubua Homma of John Rich, an 1 ' 

American P'Y, by beating him with his 
fists for : apqrlodof approximately- 
twenty minutes,,' ,. '• 

h, Between 1 Jan 1944 and 31 Dec 1944, MG Nolle Prosequi (R, 3) 

the unlawful mistreatment and abuse by 

Isamu Sasakf of It. Maxwell Humble, an ■ 

American Pi'/,',iby striking him on the head 
with a metal shovel and inflicting a 
. severe, gash, ' 

i; Between 1 July 1945 and 31 July MG Nolle Prosequi (R, 3) 

1945, the unlawful.mistreatment and 
abuse by Ishmi Kintaichi 6f Clarence L. 

Bolt, an American PW, by beating him 

with his fists. ; 


j. Between 1 Nov 1943 and 30 Nov 1943, NG Nolle Prosequi (R. 77) 

the unlawful mistreatfeent and abuse" by 

a-Japanese civilian,'one Osekl, of Robert 
J. Kalinowski, an American FY, by beating 
him .with his fists, 

k. Between 1 Apr 1943 and 30 Apr 1943, NG Nolle Prosequi (R. 77) 

the unlawful" mistreatment and abuse by 

a' Japanese civilian,' one Shenahara, 6f‘ 

Robert J. Kalinowski, an American F//, 
by‘beating him with his fists, and. by 
striking him with a heavy piece of metal, 

l, Between 1 Jan 1943 and 31 Jan 1943^ NG G 

the unlawful mistreatment and abuse by 

a Japanese civilian, one Yamauchi, of 
Douglas Knight, an American F/f, by 
beating him vdth his fists and kicking 
him,- 

m, ’ Between 1 Dec 1943 and 31 Dec 1943, NG Nolle Prosequi (R, 82) 
the unlav/ful mistreatment and abuse by 

a Japanese civilian, one 0te,’of George 
C, NfcCandless, an American PIT, by kicking 
him, ■ 


Yes 


Yes 


n. Between 1 Dec 1942 and 19 Apr 1944, NG . G Yes 

the unlawful'mistreatment, abuse, and 

beatings of numerous-American and other 

Allied PW's by certain unidentified 

.guards, 

3.. Summary of the 'Evidence ; 

' a.' For the Prosecutio n, 

In Genera l; All- of the evidence submitted in this case refers to 
all'eged incidents occurring at a Prisoner of Ve.r Camp-in t'he town of Ohasi, 

Honshu, Japan'except' the alleged in Specification 8-1, Seicki Na.ganuma. This 
camp-was-originally known as Hakadot e'Branch Camp Number 2, then as the Tokyo 
Branch Camp Number 6 and finally as Sendai Branch Camp Number; k (R. 6). In this 
review it will hereinafter be referred to as "Ghasi"-. Each accused was. warned ’ 
of‘his rights' as provided in Paragraph 5b of letter AG 000,5 (5 Dec 45) LS, GHQ, 

SCAB,: entitled "Regulations GoverriLna the Trials of-Accused "fer Criminals", 

.dated :5 December 1945y (R, 2) and the Accused Iwabuchi and Sasaki were specific¬ 
ally Warned'of their"- rights before; taking the stand and testifying under oath • 
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(R* 340j 352), The. accused Seicki Naganuma v«?.s the commanding officer at Ohasi 
from 1 December 1942 until 19 April 1944 (Ex. 51; R. 396). The accused Isamu 
Sasaki was present at Ohasi from 10 February 1943 to 31 May 1945 (Ex. 52); the 
accused Kiyomi. Iwabuchi from 23 February 1943 until 9 November 1943 (Ex. 53; 

R. 341); the accused Nubua Homme from 8 November 1942 to 8 October 1%5 (Ex. 54) 
and the accused Isami Kintaichi from 16 December 1943 to 15 August 1945 (Sx. 55). 




As to Specification 1 : On or shout 17 May 1943, Ohasi received the 
first shipment of Red Cross parcels (Ex. 42, 48), The prisoners made a check 
of the number of parcels received and discovered that only'about one-third were 
issued (Ex, 22, 48). A British PW, Leslie Richard Stranks, who had recently 
arrived at Chasi, stated the issue of Rod Cross items at Hokkaido was much grert- 
er (Ex, 48) and he ha'd helped prepare this shipment while, he was at Hokkeido and 
only one-third was issued (Ex. 42). Captain Zeigler, the rarking P1Y, demanded 
the full shipment. The camp commander, Lieutenant Naganuma, made another sli^it 
issue'(Ex, 42, 48). '-"hen it was discovered that PvY Stranks had given this inform¬ 
ation, he was taken to the office and wes beaten with.sticks (Ex. 42, 44) by the 
accused and Lieutenant Naganuma and then while VN Stranks was unconscious on the 
floor, the accused kicked him (Ex. 42, 48, Capt. Zeigler). lieutenant Naganuma 
told Captain Zeigler that the reason for this beating was that Ftf Stranks was. no 
good because he intimated that office personnel had stolen Red Cross items 
(Ex. 48). Two other PV/s corroborate the fact of this beating but stated, that' 
Lieutenant Naganuma ordered rather than took part in the beating (Ex. 22, 44), 

The accused testified he slapped F# Stranks twice with his open hand and threw 
him down on the floor (R, 365 ), 

As_to Specification 2 ; Between 15 December 1943 and 15 January 
1944 (Ex. 1), Nabua Hornma beat John Rich, an American P?. r (E}C. 1, 45, 46 , 53) 
with his fists for 20 minutes while P'Y Rich was compelled to stand at attention 
(Ex, 1, 46 ) because he went through the cigarette line twice (Ex, 46, 58 ). As 
a result of this beating, PIT Rich was pretty "groggy". Ihe accused admitted 
slapping P 7 ^ Rich about three times with his open hand for getting cigarettes 
twice (R. 374 ) in January 1943 (R# 366, 367), and said this incident only lasted 
one minute and he did not strike anyone but PW Rich (R, 374). 

As to Specif i cation 3 : The accused was in charge of the- distribution 
of Red Cross supplies at Ohasi *(R, 59). These supplies were carried into camp 
by a detail of PWs who counted them. The number issued was always less than 
those delivered and no distribution was made of the Red Cross blankets (Ex, 46) 
which were shipped to Ohasi (R, 362); .The accused was notorious for. the mis¬ 
appropriation of Red Cross food and clothing (Ey. Jj, 23, 49). He sold Red 
Cros^ shirts to officers (Tlx. 43), continually smoked Red Cross cigarettes, ate 
Red Cfoss rations (Ex. 50) and was seen to be wearing a Red Cross sweater (Ex. 23), 

The accused on another occasion ransacked the prisoners* belongings when they 
were out on detail, took Red Cross articles and food and also de.nanded tha.t the' 
prisoners turn over all cocoa to him (Ex, 42). On one occasion in October 1943, 
when a prisoner saw him making a meal of Red Cross food, the accused stated 
"you Amerleans make good food". The accused admitted taking two small Red Cross 
packages containing food while Lieutenant Naganuma was his commanding-officer 
(R, 364) and that, pursuant to the instructions of Lieutenant Takahashi of the 
main camp to g\ e excess parcels to Japanese personnel, (R, 364 ) Lieutenant 
Naganuma gave the accused and another Japanese one additional Red Cross package 
between them (R. 364), He also admitted that in December 1944 he and four- other 
Japanese took five Red Cross food packages (R, 364 )* Staff- Sergeant Miller, 

American medical orderly, testified that, acting on information given by the 
accused's Indonesian servant that tho accused had Red Cross supplies beneath the 
floor of his quarters, he entered these quarters while the accused was absent and 
stole one package of Red Cross supplies and gave it to- the sick F.Ys (R, 60). At 
that time he observed approximately 35 Red Cross packages in the space under *the 
floor of the accused's room (R. 60). Lieutenant Takahashi denied he had given 
instructions that Red Cross supplies could be 4istributed to-Japanese personnel 
(71,4293).' .The main camp commander testified he sent instructions along with the 
shipment, qf Red. Cross supplies to Ohasi in November. 1943 to the effect that they 
were for the sole use of the PWs and were not to be used .by the Japanese personnel 
(R. 182), - ; - - ' 
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, ' . . As .to Specificat ion_4: The alleged victim,' .Basil C. Bunyard, stated 

in April 1943 or 1944 he did not "fall in ,r fast enough for sick call* For this 
the accused beat him unconscious with his fists and feet and he was thereafter 
carried into the hospital and stayed there seven .weeks (Ex, 3). FT/ Bunyard*s 
statement as to his receiving this beating by the accused was corroborated by 
two others PWs (Ex, 27, 43).* One stated that in 1944, FY Bunyard was late in 
lining up for a work detail and was beaten by the accused for five minutes with 
his fists (Ex, 27). The accused admits slapping an unnamed prisoner in Jjuly 
1944 for appearing'late for roll call (R, 36?)/ 

■ !> ft A5 to Specification 5 : Accused was the supply sergeant at Ohasi 
(Ex, 14, 47)* PWs who were inmates of Ohasi at various times'from November 1942 
to September 1945 stated! When PWs tried, to get warm clothing or other replace¬ 
ments, the accused would become infuriated and kick, slap and beat PWs with his' 
fists and any weapon he could get his hands on including, a wooden sword (Ex, 14, 

47); the accused, slapped PW Garner twice and was a fiend for hitting PWs and 
hurting th^n in any way he could (Ex, 22); the accused wais a very overbearing 
type of person and slapped a Dutch .soldier named C. Bertsch (Ex, 45); the accused 
slapped PWs for no good reason (Ex, 27, 45, 49) and participated in several'beat- 
ings which vere instigated by the c.amp, cominander (Ex, 50)., Isami Kint’aichi, the 
accused*s assistant, stated he saw the accused beat prisoners botwoon September and 
October 1944 (Ex, 55), The accused admitted beating PWs five times in the spring 
of 1943 for not obeying orders (Ex, 54), ' 

SASAKI 

As to Specifica t ion 1 : Ross Drabble (Ex. 4), the alleged victim, 
and other PWs in numerous affi davits stated, the accused was in the habit of : '- 
haVing'PWs'sing Japanese patriotic spngs.ori the parade'grounds (Ex. 4, 10, 21, 

25, 34, 35, 49). On or about 15 September 1943 (Ex. 4, 9, 20, 43, 48), FY Drabble 
became "fed up**'during one of these sessions (Ex. 4) and started towards the 
barracks (Ex. 4, 35)* The accused picked up a garden fork (Ex. 4)-or rake 
(Ex, 9, 20, 25, 49) with a handle'approximately five feet long and one and one- 
quarter inches in diameter'(Ex. 4, 6, 10) and rusheS at PW Drabble and started 
to prod him with it (Ex. 4, 25)• When these, blows yrere warded off, the accused 
became more angry and began swirging this fork or rake and hitting PW Drabble, 

HC struck PIT Drabble across the back three or four times and'finally'gave him 
a hard blow across the neck which broke the handle (Ex. 4 / 6, 20 , 21. 23 , 34, 

42, 48) and made PW Drabble^ drop to the ground in a dazed condition ('Ex, 4, 24). 

F.V Drabble was beaten for six or seven minutes before he fell'to the ground and 
Captain Zeigler interfered and stopped the beating (Ex, 4, 35, 48, 49; R. 353). 

Drabble was then led away to the guardhouse (Ex. 4, 9, 10). As a result of' 
this beating PW Drabble was bruised on various parts of his body (Ex, 4, 9, .34, 

49), his neck was stiff and sore for about a month (Ex, 4, 10) and skin was taken 
off his arms and body where he had been struck with the rake (Ex, 4). One PW 
stated PW Drabble*s conduct was irrational for about a year after this'(Ex, 10), 

The accused testified he hit PW Drabble but said, it was .in August 1943, and that 
he used a bamboo fencing stick (R. 353), 

. As to Specif ication 2: When it was discovered that F,Y Bolt had 
stolen some fish from the Japanese supply room (Ex,'2, 43), the accused beat 
FW Clarence L. Bolt, an American PW, (Ex. 2/42, 43, 58) with his fists (Ex, 2, 

43) for over 30 minutes (Ex, 2)-. The victim stated this occurred on or about 
5 December 1944 (Ex. 2) but other witnesses stated it took place in the winter 
of 1943, 1$44 (Ex, 42)'and on 13 December 1943 (Ex, 58}, . The accused, although 
denying personal guilt, testified it occurred in December 1943 (R. 357). PW 
Bolt (Ex. 2) and another witness (Ex.; 42) as well as the accused (R. 356) stated 
it occurred while Lieutenant Seicki Naganuma was the camp' commander and the re¬ 
cord • establishes that Lieutenant Naganuma was at Ohasi in December 1943 but was 
not there in December 1944 (R. 51). 

As to Specification 3 : In Exhibit 26, Lieutenant Maxwell F. Humble 
stated:. - on approximately 26' January 1945, he remarked to an interpreter frcsn ? 

Sendai Camp Number 5 that, the only time they had meat was when an inspection was 
made by some senior officer; he then went to town and .on his .return; he ’h ear.d the 
accused wanted'to see him in the. office; he .entered the.iqff-ice and the accused. 
Sergeant Homma y Sergeant’Takahashi and two clerks were present : the-accused point¬ 
ed out a word in a Japanese English dictionary and 1 d6/ 
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about the'accused; Vthen he admitted he had, the accused threw the dictionary on 
the floor, picked'up a smal.l coal shovel and started hitting him, cutting the 
top of his head;- while this was happening, the glass in the door behind him vas 
broken; when he went'to wash his face, he saw how big the cut was and on advice, 
of a medical orderly, rent to see Doctor .Eppeley who put stitches in his head 
and sprinkled sulfa on the wound, the fact of the beating is corroborated by 
four F//s (Ex. 21, 25, 34, 49) including one who definitely stated he saw the 
incident through the window and'open door (Ex. 49) and by the Japanese medical 
sergeant who testified, however, that the striking vas seemingly not intentional 
(R. 132, 156)s''"The extent'of the injury was corroborated by many other PV/s 
(Ex. 4, 16,. 22, 24,. 25 , 43, 45) including the doctor who stated he sutured a two 
and a half inch laceration of the scalp (Ex, 11). The accused admitted attempt¬ 
ing to hit Lieutenant Humble and that Lieutenant Humble was bleeding afterwards 
(R.355). Lieutenant Humble stated this incident occurred in January 1945 (Ex. 

26). The accused and tre F?s stated it occurred in February 1945 (Ex. 16, 23; 

R. 354)*’ The Japanese medical sergeant testified it was in the spring of 1945 
(R. 132), Five PWs including the doctor who treated Lieutenant Humble stated it 
occurred in 1944 (Ex. 4, 24, 25, 43, 49). 

A s to Specification 4: Accused, who had a fiery temper (Ex. 12), ' 
beat PV/s, including FH Bolt, (Ex. E) many times for no reason whatsoever (Ex. 12, 

50), and was liable to fly into terrible rages and pick up anything handy with 
which to hit PWs (Ex. 22). The accused, along with Lieutenant Naganuma, held 
impromptu sick calls and kicked and beat sick PWs on the place they said vas 
injured and also walked sick PWs around in the. rain (Ex. 25). The .accused con¬ 
stantly slapped and kicked officers who refused to go to work (Ex, 42) and on 
one occasion beat FW Graham with his fists for taking two onions (Ex, 24). The 
accused admitted (Ex. 52) he did beat PWs stating he was not the only one who 
beat PWs as all the guards did it every morning. He also admitted slapping a 
Dutch PW for stealing onions (R, 355). 

KINTAICHI 

As to Spe cificatio ns 1 and 2 ; F.V Kalinowski (Ex. 30) stated in. 

May 1945 the accused was conducting a clothing count and FA's Garner and Zerbis 
were missing a few items each. The accused took them outside the guardhouse and 
beat them with a wooden sword'for a few minutes arri made them stand at attention 
for three hours. As a result, FWs Garner and Zerbis suffered only tody truises 
endwere not severely injured. The alleged victim, Edward Lee Garner, stated 
(Ex. 23) this incident occurred in 1945 and that FIT Zerbes and five others were 
taken outside the guardhouse and the accused slapped and beat them with some stick 
and made them stand at attention for approximately three hours. He also stated 
that he himself was not beaten but witnessed the beating from his window, C-eorgo 
Zerbes, the other victim, stated (Ex. 50) the incident occurred in approximately 
April 1945 and that he and others were taken out and the accused slapped them 
about the head and face with his hands and feet and also kicked them about the 
legs. He also stated they were made to stand at attention for. approximately 
four hours and if they relaxed, the guards would slap them. 

As to Spe cification 3 = PW Kalinowski stated (Ex. 30) in November 
1944 the accused beat Jack Ramsey with his hand in their billet- over a clothing 
argument for about a minute and a half. 

As to Specification 4: In the period'between 16 December 1942 and 
12 August. 1945 the accused slapped (Foe, 13, 23, 30, 47, 50) many PWs, kicked 
them (EX, 30, 47, 50) and beat them with a wooden sword (Ex. 13) or with sticks 
(Ex. 21, 23). This often happened when PV/s asked for clothing (Ex. 13), and 
when the accused suspected PV/s of having excess garments (Ex, 21) and not having 
equipment, that he erroneously thought had been issued to. them (Ex. 49). The 
accused also beat 15 Canadian FV/s with a club, vho were on sick call (Ex. 61). 
Sergeant Nikko' testified that after Lieutenant Naganuma ( s time, he saw the accusec 
slap a prisoner twice with his open hand (R, 133). The accused admitted beating 
FWs (R. 350) with his fists (Ex.'55) in August 1944 because they cut up a bed 
sheet to make drawees with. 1 . - 

• . ■ « 

. (p 9 °f 22 , Naganuma Case https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/2f51d6/ 


IV'ABUCKI - 1 

AS to v Specification 1 : On or about 1 May 1%3' (Ex, 5, 45) the 
accused (Ex, 5, 25, 42) and Lieutenant Naganuma (Ex, 19) 25) 42) slapped (Ex. 5) 
Klass Fens tr a, a very sick Dutch'prisoner of. war (Ex. 5, 19 , 25 , 42)*48), beat 
him vith their fists (Ex. 5) 25), swords (Ex/ 19)- or sticks (Ex. 25, 48) and 
kicked .iiiu in the shins (Ex. 5). This beating occurred Vnen P T V Fens.tra was late 
for sick call, PVf.F.enstrc (deceased)' told another P? the accused end lieutenant 
Naganuma beat him vdth swords because he was unable to work (Ex. 45), 

'& to Speci fication 2: Not Guilty, 

KAQAMD KA* ‘ 

As to Specifica tion 1; Not Guilty, 

A s to Spec ification 2: See Specification-1, Xwabuchi. 

As to Spe cification 3: Not Guilty, 

As to Spe ci ficati on 4:. When Clarence L. Bolt, an .American P',7, was 

caught stealing fish (Ex. 2, 43, 45), the accused, who was camp commander during 

the period'beginning I'December 194? to April 1944, ordered TO Bolt confined 
(Ex. 2, 25, 34, 40) 42 , 58) for 15 days (Ex. 2, 5S; R; 386)., 'He was confined 
13 December (Ex, 2, 58) oh reduced rations (ex. 2, 25, 37, 42, 45) in an-unheated 
wooden frame building (Ex, 2, 34, 45). deprived of his shoes (Ex, 40) and forced 

to sleep on the floor with one (Ex, 2) or two (Ex. 34, 58) blankets instead of 

the usual five blankets (Ex. 10, 42; R. 360). This confinement with insufficient 
clothing (Ex. 25, 37) occurred-during'extremely cold'weather-(Ex. 2, 34, 37) and 
PW Bolt's feet became frostbitten'(Ex. 2, 25, 31, 34 , 37 , 40,.43)* The accused 
testified he ordered Bolt confined with' two blankets on reduced rations (R, 386) 
without. shoes (R. 401) and, as. a result, F'. r Bolt had a chilblain one centimeter 
in diameter on his left foot (P.. 387). The main camp commander testified regul¬ 
ations only required that a prisoner -be allowed his usual clothing but required 
the issue of extra blankets if it turned cold (R, 183), 

As to Spec ification 5,: Nolle Prosequi, 

As to Goeciflcation 6 : Not Guilty.. 

A s to Specific ation 7; ■ Between 1 Decanter. 1942. to 19 April 1944, 
the accused as a matter of practice withheld P.ed Cross supplies (Ex. 49)'and 
was instrumental in their misappropriation (Ex. 50 ). .Rad Cross supplies, upon 
arrival, at Ohasi, 'were unloaded and transported by Drisoners of war who counted 
them and made inventories (3x. 10, 32, 43). Several FV/s testified that only r. 
small percentage was given to the' FVs^Ex, 21 , 43 ) variously estimated at only 
one-third (Ex, 42), forty percent (S^y 32), slightly over one-third (Ex. IS)-" 
and one half (ex. 44). The accused stole large quantities of Red Cross food 
and. supplies for'his own personal use (Ex. 11), transferring- them to his own 
quarters (Ex. 11, 42) and away from.camp (Ex. 32). The accused'WE 3 tv,ice ob¬ 
served eating a meal composed of Red Cross items (Ex. 21, ,32) and was continually 
eating American rations and Smoking American cigarettes (Ex. 50). ’Then Red Cross 
supplies arrived in May 1943, the accused, after a protest was made, issued a 
small pittance and caused IP' Stranks to be beaten for disclosing that all supplies 
were not issued (Ex. 48, see Horama Specification 2 supra).. The accused admitted 
Red Cross supplies vrere received twice and that the figst',shipment arrived by 
rail in May 1943 (R. 282). _ He further stated that in accord vdth instructions- 
from Lieutenant Takahashi of the main camp to distribute -the ten extra boxes to 
camp personnel, he took one for himself, distributed seven, each of which was 
to be split between two members of the came per-sonnel and the two remaining'ex¬ 
cess packages were returned to the storeroom (R. 283). Lieutenant Takahashi 
denied he had given these instructions (-R. 293). The main camp commandant 
testified he sent instructions with the second shipment of Red Cross supplies,, 
in November 1943 to the effect that they were not to be used by the Japanese and 
were for the use of the F.Ts (E. 182), . - - -. 
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Ae to Specification 8 (In General) : The accused was,camp commander 
at Ohasi from 1 December 194 2 to 19 April 1944. The Chasi Camp was a compact 
unit occupying a relatively small area (Ex.'C). During this time beatings were 
a daily occurrence (Ex.- 42, 50, 52 - Sasaki} 55 - Kintaichi) and guards often 
beat PWs for no discernible reason (Ex. 3). Nabua Momma actaitshe beat FYs five 
times in the spring of 1943 Tor not obeying orders (Ex. 54). Despite.protests 
bjr prisoner officers (Ex, 6) the beatings continued and the accused himself took 
part in much of. the'brutality (Ex. 25), being present when pvj Bolt (Ex, 42) and 
Captain Zeigier (Ex', 7) were beaten. . At Sick cell he often ordered and watched 
the medical orderly beat sick FWs (Ex.’ 15, 49). He established a policy of being 
rough on PWs (Ex, 8), favored brutality on the part of his army and civilian guard 
and never attempted to stop a beating- unless it looked like the prisoner was about 
to' be killed (Ex. 42), 


As to Specification 8a i Dismissed on motions by the defense. 


As to'-Speclflc at ion'Sh : On several occasions guards were observed 
to beat Captain Lundy l, Zeigier, the senior FW, with rifle butte (Ex. 38). 

This usually occurred after Captain Zeigier protested the mistreatment of fellow 
F/Js (Ex, 38 , 42). On one occasion, two military guards beat Captain Zeigier with 
rifle butts. The accused was aware of this beating and seemingly enjoyed it 
(Ex. 25), T\vb other PWs who ware only present at Ohasi between December 1942 
until the end of February 1944 stated they sav; a Japanese guard strike Captain 
Zeigier with rifle butts resulting in his rib being fractured and his being in¬ 
valided for several days (Ex. 41, 42). In February 1944, Captain Zeigier was 
seen being helped to the hospital and- he told another PVi' that guards at the work 
place beat him vdth rifle butts and fractured his rib (Ex. 18). Yamnuchi, a 
Japanese civilian guard, testified he witnessed this beating at the work site 
and that it occurred when the accused was the camp commander (R. 213). 


* As to coi tfcin ed Spe cific e.tlbns 8c an d 8d! See evidence under Spec¬ 
ification i, IsatiU SasakiT 'ln"sddition, the recorTYeveals the accused was 
present at the beating and made no effort to prevent it (Ex. 42). After the 
beating the accused hsd P" Drabble confined in the guardhouse (Ex. 23) and visit¬ 
ed him there and told PH Drabble he was beaten and confined because he attempted 
to escape (Ex, 4). 


As to Specification Se; See Specification 1, Kiyomi Iwabuchi, 


\s to Specification 8f : See Specification 1, Nabua Momma. 
As to Spec ification 8g: See Specification 2, Nabua Homraa. 


Ad to Specification 8h; Nolle Prosequi, 


As to Specificat ion 8i; Nolle Prosequi. 


As to Specific at ion 8j : Nolle Prosequi, 


As to Specification 8k: Nolle Prosequi. 


As to Specification 8-1 : In January 1943, a PW work detail was" 
carrying a very heavy pole in a street of the town of Chasi, Douglas Knight, 
an American FW; was carrying this pole when Yamauchi, acting sergeant - of the 
guard at Chasi, pulled FW Knight.out from under the pole .and beat him, knocking 
him down and kicking him because he did not like the way P,’.' Knight vbs heaving 
on the pole, PW Knight-was then made to resume carrying the pole. About five 
minutes later when the pole reached Its destination, Yamauchi again beat him and 
knocked him down and kicked him. This beating knocked PIT Knight out and when 
the'medical sergeant came to take him to his billet,'FT Knight cried end groaned 
(Ex. 29). 


pecificat lon 8m: Nolle Prosequi. 


. As to Specific a tion The beating of PWs by unidentified guards 

-while the accused ms camp commander occurred daily (Ex, 52/ Sasaki;- 55, Kintaich 


, - . PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/2f51d6/ 

(p II of 22, Nage.numa Ca.se #104) 




S 


On several occasions after the accused told guards to be tough with the prisoners, 

/the guards would enter, the P/' billets and slap and kick F?fs who failed to salute 

! Ex, 32), Men working'at the mines'Were constantly abused and slapped by guards 
Ex. 42). FV Collins.was beaten'anit kicked by a Japanese sergeant (3x. 3). Cap¬ 
tain Zeigler was' slapped (Ex. 7), FV- Fair was beaten *ith fists and a rifle butt 
for failing to salute (Ex, 18). FW Graham was beaten for taking two onions (Ex, 

24), ‘lieutenant May and Captain Campbell were struck (R, 298), The accused on 
numerous occasions ordered guards to beat sick FWs (Ex. 49j 50). The diar 5 r of 
PW Reynolds (Ex.'58) reveals numerous beatings by guards of various FVs including 
Lieutenant Smith, PW Rich,'P¥f Sivy; and Dutch Pi’s (see entries for 18 March, 

19 April, 27 April, 16. May, 25 May,, 27 July 1943 end 25 January 1944). 

b. For* the Defense ; 

HOMMA 

As to Specification 1 ;> The accused testified under oath as follows: 

The incident occurred in. the camp office and he only slapped PV,' Stranka twice 
and threw him to the ground (R. 365)'. Lieutenant Naganuma stepped in and stopped 
him. He did not kick PV Stranks. PVf Stranks .was not Unconscious and immediately 
thereafter returned to the barracks and bore no marks or bruises. Captain Zeigler 
did not come in at this time (R, 366). Lieutenant Naganuma did not strike Ftf 
Stranks nor was fie kicked by anyone. There was no blood on Stranks 1 head after 
this incident (R. 373). He did not see Captain Zeigler or Mr, May or other HVs 
and did not believe anyone else saw it (R, 374). It happened on a work day after 
everyone went to work (R. 366). Lieutenant Naganuma corroborated the testimony 
of the'accused (R. 390, 391) and staled this happened so suddenly that he was 
amazed. He stopped it immediately and reprimanded the accused (R. 391).. Lieuten¬ 
ant Naganuma further stated as this office was located on an embankment approxi¬ 
mately five or six feet high. (R. 391) and the transparent glass in the window 
starts about seven feet from the floor (R. 392), it was impossible foranyoneout- 
Aide to look intdf the office (R 394). (See, however, picture Exhibit A-2I). The 
defense introduced (R. 101) a picture (Ex. A-l) of F? Stranks standing on the 
right (R. 128) which was taken at this camp immediately after the war (R. 100), 
Sergeant Nikko who was the Japanese medical orderly during this time and who had 
a good reputation with Fffs (R. 129) testified he remembered PV Stranks (R. 130) 
and he heard from Doctor Eppley that PS',' Stranks was beaten (R. 130).. He - further 
testified he never treated Stranks for injuries resulting from a beating, he did 
not remember Doctor Eppley or Doctor ’Vhtanabe treating PV Stranks'and he would 
have remembered it If they had done so (R. 13l). 

As to Specifi cation 2: F\V Rich sustained no serious injuries 
(Ex. 46, FW Rich) and did not'require medical attention (Ex, 1), The accused 
testified this incident occurred in January 1943 (R. 366) and he only slapped 
FW Rich about three times vsith his open hand for going through the cigarette line 
twice (R»‘367). 

' As t'o Specification 3 : The accused testified as follows: He was 
in charge of Red Gross supplies and had the sole key to the storeroom vhere 
they were kept (RL 360). Red Cross supplies were received twice in Lieutenant 
Naganumatime (R. 360). In May 1943 approximately 200 Red Cross food packages 
(R, 361) and some clothing packages (R, 362) were received at Ohasi. Forty 
packages were returned to the main camp as forty P'"s had been transferred .there 
and the forts' PWs sent from the main camp had already received their packages 
‘ (R. 371). Lieutenant Takahashi was the officer at the main' camp who was in 
charge of Red Cross supplies (R. 361). He sent instructions that Japanese per- 
•sonnel were to keep the key to the Red Cross supply storeroom (R. 362) and that 
like the Japanese Army, Red Cross clothing was to be used'as replacements for 
worn out clothing (R. 371). Lieutenant Takahashi also sent instructions that 
after distribution of the food packages had been made to the FsVs, the remainder 
could.be distributed among the Japanese personnel (R. 364). Each of the 190 7 

PWs were given one-package (It»- 361). Lieutenant Naganuma took one (R. 373) end 
distributed seven among camp personnel (R,. 365 ), one package for two persons 
(R. 364). Two packages .wefe left and when they were returned to the storeroom, ’ 
he kept them for himself without Lieutenant Nftganuma's knowledge (R, 364, 365;. 
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In addition to the small food packages, food also came in large cases. Lieuten¬ 
ant TakahasIrUs instructions provided that all food would not be distributed'at 
one time. These large packages were issued after the PV? Strartks incident (R. 373). 

No one stole the Red Cross'clothing (R. 365). Red Cross supplies were again re¬ 
ceived in December 1943 (R. 361). They included parcels for the Kaimaishi Branch 
Cajnp vhieh were sent there (R, 361). Except as mentioned above, nothing else 
-was taken out of the main 1943 shipment (R.'365) and no Japanese personnel re¬ 
ceived any of the December 1943 shipment (R. 371). He did not keep Red Cross 
supplies under the sleeping boards in his room (R, 370). During Lieutenant 
Naganuma*s time, clothing was issued and not sold to Lieutenant Humble, but- , 

when Kawabe was the camp commandant', some items were sold to prisoner officers 
(R. 364) pursuant to regulations (R. 365 , 412). He had a Red Cross sweater after 
Lieutenant Naganuma!s time (R. 372) and three other Japanese and himself took 
five Red Cross packages also during Kawabe's time (R, 364). 

• Lieutenant Naganuma testified as follows; Red Cross supplies were 
received'twice while he -was camp commandant and this was in May and December 
1943. Vlhen the May shipment arrived he showed Captain Zeigler, the senior F’.'.' 
officer, letter instructions from Lieutenant Takahashi which stated Red Cross 
supplies were to be used for the health of the PWs and two distributions were 
to be made, namely, one small package to each PV/ and a large package to the 
kitchen for the.FW mess. Captain Zeigler agreed to this and the accused told 
Sergeant Homma about the distribution (R, 328)j 40 packages and a share of the 
clothing were sent, back to the main camp for PVIs who were sent there from Ohasi.. 

Towards the end of the letter, Lieutenant Takaha3hi stated there were ten extra 
packages and these were'to be given to the camp personnel. He took one for him¬ 
self and gave seven out, each to be used for two persons, and returned two to the 
storeroom. The large food packages were issued'to the F/J kitchen daily, ’.'/hen 
the. Red Cross supplies arrived in December 1943, all the packages were issued to 
the PWs (R. 383).’ 

The commanding officer of the Hakadote Main Camp from December 1942 
to March 1944 (R. 167) testified, as follows: Red Cross supplies were 'sent to 
Chasi twice. This was in the spring and in November of 1943 (R. 173). He was 
absent at the time of the first shipment (R. 173) tut as to the second shipment, 
he issued instructions that Red Cross packages were sent from the F//s< country 
for the FVs* use and no one else should partake of them (R, 182). He never 
heard any complaint about misappropriation of Red Cross.supplies at Chasi (R, 173) 

The conmartiing officer of the main canto from March 1944 to May 1945 

stated Ohasi was under him for a short time before it was put under the Tokyo 

commandant (R. 138). He talked- to the F/J officers at Chasi and they did not 
complain to him about Red Cross matters (R, 192). 

As to Specificat ion 4: F.7 Kalinowski stated'PW Bunyrrd suffered 

no ill effects‘frota the 'boating (Ex, 27). Sergeant Mikko, the Japanese medical 
sergeant who was' present at Chasi from December 1942 until May.1945 (R. 158), 

testified he did not recall the name of Bunyard of any incident where S e rgeant 

(Homma struck a F tl for being slow in falling out for sick call and h.e never treat¬ 
ed any FW for injuries resulting from beatings by Japanese personnel. He. further 
stated he never saw Sergeant Komma strike any PV/ (R, 156). The. accused testified 
the only person he beat, other than those heretofore mentioned, was a F,7 whom he 
slapped in June or July 1944 for being late for morning roll call and this pris- 
oner was only slapped twice, required no medical, attention and thereafter took 
his place in the formation (fi, 367). . — 

As to Specific atio n 5 ; Sergeant Nikko testified he never treated 
pv/s for injuries resulting from beatings (R. 156). 'hen the F7s were taking 
baths and 1 sunbathing, he never saw or heard of their being beaten and never saw 
Homma strike P"/s (R. 156). The main camp commander from March 19/(4 until the 
camp was put under Tokyo testified he interviewed the F/J officers who made certain 
requests but made no complaint about beatings or cruel treatment (?.. 189) by camp 
personnel (R. 193). A Japanese civilian employee working in the mess at Ohasi 
from February 1943 to May’1944 (R. 200) testified he never saw any beatings 
(It, 204) . The Japanese interpreter stationed at Ohasi from August 1943 to April 
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1944.(R. 234) testified he. only interpreted one complaint to the camp commander 
concerning the beating of a PYf (R. 235). A Japanese'doctor who treated the 
prisoners daily from December'1942 to ?larch 1943 and less frequently thereafter 
- testified'he never treated Fffs for injuries resulting from beatings (R'. 255), 

A civilian guard employed at Ohasi' from April 1943 until May 1945 (R. 297) testi¬ 
fied he never saw Homma strike any FT. (~. 299). 

SASAKI 

'As to Spe cificati on 1 : The accused testified as follov.’s: This 
incident occurred in tho beginning of February 1945 end when Drabble walked 
away he asked him why and F" Drabble said he was tired of it. Due to a wound 
received' in China he carried a bamboo fencing stick to aid-him in walking. He • 
poked J>s? Drab.ble in the back with this stick and when FT Drabble acted insulted, 
he became, angry :and struck FT Drabble on his back. He stopped when Captain 
Zeigler told, him to.. PW Drabble was not knocked unconscious, continued to sing 
and walk after the beating (?., 354). FT Early stated (Ex, 9) FT Drabble was put 
in the guardhouse for three days, was seen bv him immediately after his release 
and did not suffer any permanent injury, 

As. to Specification_2: The accused testified as follows! He did 
not beat PW Bolt, In The beginning of December 1943, Kamada reported eone fish 
had been stolen (R. 356). He went to the' PW barracks and saw Kamada and Taima ’ 
who had a pole or rifle in his hand, He asked PVf Bolt why he. stole the fish 
and Bolt said he was hungry and was sorry he did it, SLood was running down 
PW Boltis face and he ordered PIT Bolt taken to the dispensary (R. 357), PW 
Iohrig states‘(Ex, 37) Homma and Kintaichi beat PV Bolt, PIT Thew stated (3x, 49) 
the.accused ordinarily treated FVs better than most of the Japanese guards and 
he only acted up on two occasions, that is, those incidents concerning FT Drabble 
and lieutenant Humble, PIV Zerbis stated F.7 Bolt was beaten by Hiroshi Ushiod?. 

(Sx. 50). 

As t o Sp ecification 3,: The accused testified as follows: .As c 
result of Lieutenant Humble be accusation and insolent manner, he became mad and- 
went out of-his mind and started to strike Lieutenant Humble. In the struggle 
both of them fell against a glass door and broke it, He could not remember 
exactly what happened but believed it was the broken glass that cut Lieutenant 
Humble (R, 355). 

Sergeant Nikko testified as follows: He witnessed this event. The 
accused'picked up a coal scoop but he did not believe the accused intended to 
. hit Lieutenant Humble with it and When the accused swung the coal scoop he hit 
the chimney. The coal scoop was deflected from the chimney and hit Lieutenant 
Humble, The accused was evidently surprised end stepped back and continued to 
s\ying the coal scoop but did not hit Lieutenant Humble, The accused only hit 
Lieutenant Humble once. He was of the opinion that the blow to Lieutenant Humble 1 
was an accident in that the accused merel' 1 ' intended to scare Lieutenant Humble 
(R. 132). ■ 

As to Specif ication 4: The accused testified he never beat a sick 
PW (Ry 357). Sergeant Nikko testified he never Saw or received complaints about 
sick FIs being beaten (R, 129, 135, 152, 153) nor did tie see the accused beat 
sick- PW3 (R. 15.2). He further testified he never sew Lieutenant Naganuma order 
guards to beat sick PWs (R. 155). The main camp commander testified he never 
heard complaints of beatings (R, 177, 189). Tne Japanese doctors and other_ T 
Japanese witnesses who were'in the camp at'various times testified they never 
savr or heard of beatings (R. 204, 236, 237, 259) and no Pfe"were treated for 
injuries resulting from beatings (Ry 226, 242, 266), A Japanese who worked in 
the kitch.en under the accused testified he never saw the accused hit PV7s (R, 210), 

KI-NTAI.CHI ’ • ! 

_ As to Specifi cations 1 and 2 : The alleged victim (Specification 1) 

Edward Lee Garner in discus-sing this incident stated: n I myself was not-beaten . 

but witnessed the beating from my window.” (‘Ex, 23 )* The other victim (Spec¬ 
ification 2\ FW Zerbis, stated he suffered no injuries_as- = a result of this in¬ 
cident (Ex, 50) and the only-other witness whoso statement was'introduced in * * ■■ 1 

suppbrt of these specifications, stated these PWs suffer1 d6/ 
and .no serious injury*’ (5x, 30 ), . - 





As to Specific ation 3: The sole affidavit offered in proof of, this 
specifieatioh'ihcluded a statement'that pw Ramsey "suffered no ill,effects there¬ 
from. 11 


As to -Spec i fic at ion 4 : See defense evidence under Specification 5, 
Homma and Specification 4, Sasaki, in regard to general testimony as to the ab¬ 
sence of- beating in this camp and the fact that ho F-'/s were treated for injuries 
resulting from beatings. 


TYABUCHI 


The accused denied, knowing P?/, Fenstra and also denied striking any 
F' r 'during sick, call (R. 340). Lieutenant Naganuma testified he never saw anyone 
bent Pfs and- heard of only one other incident occurring at'the place where the 
F>fe worked and not ihvoiving personnel in charge of f!!s (H. 385 ), Lieutenant 
Naganuma further testified he never struck P’T, F e nstra (R. 389) or saw him beaten 
by anyone (R. 389, 394). Sergeant Nikko testified'he saw Fenstra daily and 
Fepistra, never, complained or showed signs of having been beaten (R. 128); FY 
Fair stated (Ex. 19) ,Pff Fenstra was not teaten unconscious (in addition, see 
defense evidence under Homma, Specification 5 and Sasaki, Specification 4, supra, 
for testimony that various witnesses never saw sick PWs beaten and that no F.'fe 
were.treated fbr injuries resulting from beatings), 


MASAMUMA 


tion 1, 


As t o Specification 1; Mot Guilty, 

As to Spe cificati on 2 : See defense evidence, Iwabuchi, Specifica- 


As to Speci ficati on 3 : Not Guilty, 


As to S pecificat ion 4 ‘- The accused testified as follows: ’.'hen 
Bolt was imprisoned afOapanese arny regulations concerning imprisorenent.vtere 
complied with (R. 392), These regulations provide that such a prisoner will 
receive one rice ball three times a day plus salt and water and oh every third 
day he will receive the regular meals (R, 386). Regulations do not require a 
bed in the guardhouse (R. 392). P'.V Bolt was allowed to have tv.o blankets (R, 386), 
Under the disciplinary code, soldiers receiving a heavy penalty were not given 
any blankets. In cases of light confinement, the number of blankets was dis¬ 
cretionary with the person who set-the punishment (R, 387). PV.' Bolt was allowed, 
to keep his overcoat (R, 392) although regulations did nob require this (R. 402), 
The accused let FAT Bolt out of the guardhouse personally and Ffl Bolt made no 
complaint but said his left foot was itchy. The accused immediately looked at 

this foot and saw it had c. small chilblain about one centimeter in ..diameter on 

it. This was not frostbite. He took F:7 Bolt to the dispensary where a Japanese 

medical soldier put salve on it and FY Bolt said it had stopped itching (H, 387). 

Chilblain is a comon ailment among the Japanese population in this area and he 
himself suffered a chilblain while there (R, 393). Sergeant Mikko, a medical 
sergeant, testified he .never treated a case of frostbite a.t this camp (R. 159). 

One of the main camp commandants stated the accused had a right'to put a prisoner 
in the guardhouse and when a person is placed in the guardhouse, regulations 
only require he be allowed to have his .ordinary clothing and belts and shoes 
were not allowed (R, 183). 


As to Specifica t ion 5 : Nolle -Prosequi. 


As to Specific ation 6: Mot Guilty, 


___catio n 7 : The accused testified as follows: Red Cross 

supplies were received twice while he was camp commander, A letter of instruc¬ 
tions . from Lieutenant Takahashi of the main camp came with, the first shipment 
in May 1943. It provided for two distributions of supplies. The small'packages 
Were to be-given to the ■ individual FYs and the'large boxes of food were to be 
prepared- in the kitchen and divided among the F-Ys, Re called in Captain Zeigler, 
the senior-P?/, and told him about these instructions ^tg^t 


Uaptain Zeigler stated 
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this was all right. He then instructed Sergeant Homma to carry out these in¬ 
structions. (R. 3.82), Thereafter these large packages were issued to the kitchen 
daily (R, 383). Forty Ptls had been transferred to the main camp and therefore 
forty packages were sent back tq the main, camp and also a proportionate part of 
the clothing that was also received at this time. There were ten extra small r ''’ 
packages remaining and in accord 'with the same written instructions from Lieut- 1 -s 
enant Takaha3hi providing for distribution of the excess to Japanese .camp per¬ 
sonnel, he himself topk one package and gave out seven others, each one to be 
divided between two persons. Another shipment arrived in Decanber and this vas 
all given to the PWs. A part of this shipment included Red Cross supplies far 
Branch Camp Number 3 which he also commanded. ’These were sent to Ohasi and he 
then forwarded them to Branch Camp Number 3 (R. 383). The second distribution 
of Red Cross supplies- in May 1943 was made before Captain Zeigler complained to 
him about the Stranks incident (R. .399). An Australian officer visited his home 
in May when he was’celebrating his wedding but no Red Cross supplies were carried 
to his home (R. 404). He never took any Red Cross supplies except the one box 
previously mentioned (R. 383). 

V 

• Sergeant Homma corroborated the accused's testimony and in addition 

stated Red Crosp clothing was issued to PWs as replacements for worn-out clothing 
which was in accord with the. instructions from the main camp (R. 371). The main 
camp commandant stated Red Cross supplies were sent only tvri.ce while the accused 
was the camp commander and Lieutenant Takahashi took care of it’(R. 175). The 
subsequent camp commmder talked with the PW officers and received no complaint 
concerning distribution of Red Cross supplies (R. 192). The accused's wife 
testified only one small box of Rad Cross supplies was delivered to their house '■ 
and no other Red Cross supplies were ever delivered to their house (R, 166). 

Exhibits AA and CC show only a small amount of Red Cross supplies was sent to 
Ohasi (Branch. Camp Number 2) in November 1943. 

As to,Specifi ca tion 8 (in general) ; The accused testified as 
follows: He instructed camp personnel not to strike FA'S (R. 384). He’set up 
a system whereby FA'S could make complaints (R. 385) and only ten complaints were 
received and none of these concerned beatings. He never saw any beatings out¬ 
side of the Stranks incident. One beating was reported to him involving a 
Japanese works’- at the worksite and he protested to company officials (R. 385) 
who said they -ould make sure it did not happen again (R. 386). Captain Zeigler' 
never complained to him about being beaten. Prior to being imprisoned at Sugamo, 
he had no knowledge of Sasaki striking PW Drabble or of Homma or Yamauchi strik¬ 
ing PWs, He did not see Iwabuchi hit PW Fenstra, Neither the senior PW or the 
15 squad leaders ever complained of beatings (R, 394). Exhibit 51 does not con¬ 
tain everything he said and it is also an inaccurate transcription (R. 395). He 
never ordered a subordinate to best a PW (R.. 397), 

Japanese witnesses who were at the camp testified the accused at' 

Ohasi held meetings of the Japanese personnel and instructed them not to slap, 
hit or abuse PWs (R. 235, 298, 303) and to report when FJs were.mistreated. 

When he'received reports on two occasions, the accused took corrective action "\ 

(R. 213, 235). Sergeant Nikko testified'he never saw or received complaints 
about sick PWs being beaten (R. 129, 135, 152, 153) nor did he see the accused 
beat or order camp guards to beat sick PWs (R, 155) • The'.main camp commanders 
testified they never heard complaints of beatings (R, 177, .139)# The Japanese »■ 
doctors and other vdtnesses who were at Ohasi testified they never saw or heard 
of beatings (R, 204, 236, 237, 259) and that no PWs were treated for injuries 
resulting from beatings (R, 226, 242, 266), . j 

As to -Specifi catio n 8a : Dismissed on motion. 

As to Specification-6b : The accused testified he talked with 
Captain Zeigler from time to time and Captain Zeigler never complained of being 
beaten and the accused never saw anyone beat him (R. 394). Captain Zeigler, 
the alleged victim who gave a detailed affidavit concerning incidents at Ohasi 
including the conduct of the accused, never mentioned he .was personally beaten' . 

(Sx, 43), ’ Sergeant Nikko testified Captain "Zeigler never reported for treatment *• 
for injuries resulting from-a beating (R. 133). An employee of the mining 
company where Captain Zeigler was employed testified lieutenant Kavrabe was the 

, PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/dpc/2f51d6/ 

(p 16 of 22, Naganuma Case #104).' " ' i 



camp commandant when Captain Zeigler was struck because he failed to salute 

(K. 336), 

As to Sp e cification s 8c and' 8d: The acc.used testified he did hot 
know Sasaki struck PVf Drabble prior to his incarceration at Sugamo (R, 394). 

PW Early stated he was present but did hot know if the accused witnessed or 
condoned this beating (Ex, 6), 

As to Specification Be : See Iwabuchi, Specification!, 

AsJ:o Sp ecification 8 f: See Homma, Specification 1. 

As to Specificati on Sg: The accused testified that he did not know 
that Momma slapped PW Rich until after he Was at Sugsrao Prison (R» 394). In 
addition, see defense evidence under Momma, Specification 2, supra. 


As to Specificrtion 8 h: 

Nolle Prosequi, 

As to Specification 8 i: 

Nolle Pr osequi. 

As. to Specification 

Holle Frosequi, 

As to Specification 8 k: 

Nolle Prosequi, 

As to Specification 8-1: Yamauchi testified he did not kick or 
best PW Knight but interfered when PW Knight v;as fighting with a Japanese medical 
soldier and when PW Knight was’still rather aggressive, Yamauchi slapped him 

(R. 217). . 

As to Specification 8 m: 

Hollg. Prosequi. 

See defense general statement, this 

As to Specification 8 n: 
specification, supra. 


4. Opinion : 

There are no errors or irregularities which injuriously affect any 
substantial rights of any of the accused. The Commission was legally constituted 
by proper authority and had jurisdiction over each of the accused and of the 
offenses 'charged. There is no evidence that any'of the accused was not sane 
at the time of the commission of the alleged acts or at the time of the trial. 

The accused'were very ably defended by competent counsel, cooperated in their . 
own defense, produced witnesses in their own behalf and took the witness stand 
in their own defense. Except as to Specification 1 and Specification 3 of the 
Charge against Isami KLntaichi, the findings of the Commission-concerning all 
of the accused are legal and. supported by sufficient evidence; 


Specification -1 of the Charge against Isami Kintalchi alleges in sub¬ 
stance that the accused beat Edward Lee Garner with a wooden sword and compelled 
him to, stand at attention for a long period of time, - Comparison of the three 
affidavits by the two alleged victims (Ex, 23 , 50) and by PW Kalinowski (Ex, 30) 
clearl 5 ^ indicate that the three P?fe were talking about the same incident, 

Edward Lee Garner states "I myself was not ‘beaten but witnessed the beating 
from my window 11 (Ex, 23). The other alleged victim, PW Zerbis, vas asked to 
relate the circumstances surrounding the beating .by the accused of himself and 
FW Garner (Ex, 50). Kis answer, which ves primarily.concerned with describing 
his own treatment and did not specifically mention FVJ Garner, cannot be inter-, 
preted to either state that PW Garner was or was not beaten by the accused. 

Only FAT KaHnovfski*s statement contains a specific statement that PW Garner 
.was beaten. It is difficult to understand how the Commission could find the 
accused guilty beyond a reasonable doubt of this specification when the alleged 
victim not only failed to state he was beaten, but actually discussed the in¬ 
cident and denied that he was beaten. It must be noted that there vas no reason 
far P? Garner to deny this beating, as an admission that he was beaten could 
not Under the circumstances prejudice his reputation or character. , * 
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The sole proof of Specification 3 of the Charge against Isami Kintaichi 
is the same affidavit of FW Kalinowski discussed above (Ex. 30)< It has been 
held that a single affidavit may be sufficient to support a conviction of an 
offense'(Case Docket Number 84, Yanaru; Case Docket Number 91, Takahashi et al). 
However, it is not considered that where an affiant in the same affidavit has 
mistakenly identified an alleged victim, a commission can reasonably find guilt 
beyond a reasonable doubt on the sole basis of such an affiant*s- unsupported 
statement. 


The record reveals instances where the evidence as to the date of the 
occurrence of the incident alleged is conflicting. In discussing these incidents, 
the following should be considered: It is well established that a date alleged 
in an indictment does not necessarily limit the prosecution to proof of the com¬ 
mission of the offense on that date provided the date proved is prior to the 
date of the filing of the indictment and the accused is not prejudiced or misled 
thereby, (Billingsley vs. U.S. 274 Fed 86; 90, certiorari denied; 42 S, Ct, 168), 
A conviction was upheld where the offense proved occurred a year after the date 
alleged in the indictment. The Court'stated: "The general rule is that where 
time is not an element of the offense, a variance between the date alleged and 
the date proved is not material and that proof of the commission of the crime on 
any day before the filing of the indictment'and within the statute of limitations 
is sufficient (Cornet vs, U.S. 7 Fed 2d 531, 532), Time is not arc element of the 
offenses alleged against any of the various accused in this trial. 


In Specification 2 against the accused Homma and Specification 8g against 
the accused Naganuma, the offense was alleged'to have occurred between 15 December 
1943 and 15 January 1944* The alleged victim, the accused, and the diary of PV/ 
Reynolds showed the event to have occurred sometime in January 1943 to March 1943. 
One affidavit supports the date, found in the Specification. The accused Homma 
admitted slapping PV/ Rich and discussed the incident. As the accused were not 
surprised or their defense prejudiced, the variance under the above-mentioned 
doctrine is held to be immaterial, 


In Specification 3 against the accused Isamu Sasaki, the incident was 
alleged to have occurred between 1 January 1944 and 31 December 1944. The al¬ 
leged victim, Lieutenant Humble,’stated the incident occurred in January 1945 
(Ex, 26), The accused Sasaki (R, 354) and two PY/s (Ex. 16, 23) stated it occur¬ 
red-in February 1945. Sergeant Nikko stated it occurred in the spring of 1945. 
Five PWs including'the'medical officer who dressed the wound stated it occurred 
in.1944 (Ex* 4, 24, 25, 43, 49), The Commission could’reasonably find that the 
incident occurred either in 1944 or in 1945, but where, as here, there could be 
no claim of surprise, the variance, if any, can likewise be considered immaterial. 


The defense counsel pointed out (R« 85) that the proof submitted in 
support of the beating and imprisonment of PV/ Bolt {Sasaki, Specification 2; 
Naganuma, Specification 4) reveals that although the incident was alleged to 
have occurred on 13 December 1943 (Sasaki, Specification 2) and before 20 April 
1944 (Naganuma, Specification 4), the alleged victim stated that it occurred'in 
December 1944 when admittedly Lieutenant Naganuma was not at Ohasi, However, 
the record.discloses that one P’Y states it occurred in the winter of 1943-1944 
and the daily diary of PY/ Reynolds states it occurred on 13 December 1943, The ' 
accused Sasaki states it occurred in December 1943., PV/ Bolt, the alleged victim, 
the accused Sasaki and another FW stated it occurred while Lieutenant Naganuma 
was at Ohasi which was between December 1942 aixl 19 April 1944. On the basis of 
this evidence, the Commission could reasonably determine beyond a reasonable 
doubt that the incident occurred in December 1943, and while Lieutenant Naganuma 
was at Ohasi. ~ 


The defense counsel'also raised the point that, as to Specification 4 
against the accused Naganuma, there was no medical testimony proving that Pff * 

Bolt f s feet were frostbitten. The accused admitted that PV/ Bolt suffered a 
chilblain on his foot as a res r ult of this confinement, Boyd f -s Textbook of 
.Pathology refers to the same section titled "Frostbite" for both chilblain and 
frostbite and makes no distinction between them. Another medical authority 
seems to state that they ere different degrees of the saMe condition, not unlike 
the distinction between first and second degree burns (Sutton and Sutton, Diseases 
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of the Skin, 10th Edition at Page 183), In cold'climate, chilblain and/or 
frostbite are not. uncommon and like intoxication, the layman can express an 
opinion on the subject. This is especially so under the regulations governing 
the trials of accused war criminals which only require, that the evidence have 
probative value. 

The defense argued for a finding of not guilty of Specification 2 
against the accused Sasaki relying on the denial of the accused and the statement 
of .three Pf.'s that other Japanese did the beating. However, four F,Ys,including 
PW Bolt, stated the accused did the beating and the Commission could reasonably 
believe this evidence and find the accused Saski guilty of this specification. 

The defense also asked for a finding of not guilty of Specification A 
of the Charge, against the accused'Naganuma, claiming the accused complied with 
all regulations as to confinement. Article 2 of the Geneva (PCSV) Convention of 
27 July 1929 requires PWs to be humanely -treated and protected. Confinement . 
of FV7 Bolt in an unheated guardhouse without hoes and with onlyttvlo blankets 
under the prevailing weather conditions violated this Article.' In addition the 
Main Camp Commander stated Japanese regulations required the. issuance of extra 
blankets if it turned cold. The accused failei to comply with this when he only 
allowed PW Bolt two blanket's instead of the usual five and deprived him of his 
shoes. 

The defense made a motion to strike Exhibits 51, 52, 53 and 54 (R. 331) 
Which were statements by four of the accused obtained while they were confined 
in Sugamo Prison. The defense objected because the two interpreters who aided ' 
Major Powell in taking these statements allegedly demonstrated in court (R, 317, 
3.21) their inability-to translate from English to Japanese and visa versa. The 
defense further objected because the four statements were allegedly incomplete 
in that there were other statements made by these accused that were not intro¬ 
duced in evidence. In addition, objection was made to Exhibit 55, Kintaichi, 

\on the ground that- it is not e complete .document. 

The Commission, who observed these two interpreters on the witness 
stand, had the opportunity to determine their command of the Japanese and English 
languages. On the basis of these interpreters' testimony In this record, it 
cannot be said the Commission was unreasonable in determining that these witnesses 
were sufficiently competent to correctly interpret the documents herein. It may 
be noted that the accused Naganuma is able to read and write'English. 

The fact that other statements may or may not have been taken does not 
render these exhibits inadmissible although it could affect the weight to be 
given the proffered documents. . 

■ In reference to Exhibit 55, Kintaichi, the interpreter Seiichi Nakema 
after testifying "I am sure that.he (the accused) signed that five pages, five 
or six pages" (R, 329) explained that he had meant five copies (R, 330). From 
this testimony, as well as from looking at the exhibit itself, the Commission 
could reasonably find that Exhibit 55 was a complete document and admissible in 
evidence. - . 

) Even were it deemed to have been error for' the Commission to admit these 

statements by the accused into, evidence, the alleged error did not injuriously 
affect the substantial rights of these accused. - The fects admitted therein were . 
proved aliunde and these statements merely reiterated facts’ that whre clearly 
alleged by other conpetent evidence. It may also be noted'that these accused 
\ took the stand aid had an opportunity to clarify any alleged inaccuracies therein 

Specification 1 of the Charge against Kiyomi Iwabuchi and Specifications 
2 and-Se of the Charge against'Seicki Naganuma are all concerned with the al¬ 
leged beating of KLass Fenstra, a Dutch FIV. In all. except one affidavit (Ex. AS) 
submitted concerning this incident, the Commission on the defence's motion struck 
out the.statement to the effect that PW Fenstra'was suffering from a malignant 
tumor of the kidney. The Commission granted a motion by the defense (R. 89) for 
a finding of not' guilty of so much of Specification 1 against the accused Kiyomi 
Iwabuchi as reads "and suffering._from a malignant tumor of the kidney". They 
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also granted a similar defense motion (R, 88-39) for a finding of not guilty 
as to so much of Specification 8e.of the Charge against.the. accused Seicki 
Naganuma as reads "while.the said Fenstra was suffering from a malignant tumor 
of ithe. kidney "i _No motion was made, for a .finding of not guilty as to the similar 
words in Specification 2 of the Chaj-ge against Seicki Naganuma. 

The Commission in announcing its'findings (R; 426) found the accused 
Seicki Naganuma guilty of Specification 2, as amended, although the Specification 
was not amended,. They found the,accused Kiyomi Iwabuchi guilty of Specification 
1 without noting that they had previously found him not guilty of -a part of the 
Specification., 

On reading the record, it was evident that the Commission believed it 
had eliminated this matter from all specifications relating to this incident. 

Thus, it would appear that the Commission's omission to note this in announcing 
its findings as to the accused Kiyomi Iwabuchi was inadvertent and in no way 
prejudiced his rights. However, the remote possibility that this omission might 
have led to a more severe sentence has been taken into consideration in recommend¬ 
ing (ipfra) a reduction'of the sentence as.to this' accused. The error as to the 
accused Seicki. Naganuma, being in his favor, can in no way be deemed to have pre¬ 
judiced his rights. 



Requests for clemercy havs been submitted on behalf of the accused 
Nabua Homma by his fellow resident priests of the Buddhist Temples of the Sando 
Sect in Kawaew District; on behalf of the accused Isamu Sasski by his family 
and numerous friends and neighbors; and on behalf of the accused Seicki Naganuma 
by the Women's Squad of Asano-machi Neighborhood Society and officials.of the 
factory where prisoners from Ohasi were ejtployed. These have all been read and 
given consideration iri arriving at the following recommendations: 

It is recommended that the Commission's finding of guilty'of the charges, 
specifications and aubspeeifications as to the accused Nabua'Homma, Isamu Sasaki, 
Kiyomi Iwabuchi end Seicki Naganuma be approved and affirmed. 

It is further recommended that the Commission's, finding of guilty as 
to the Charge and Specifications 2 and 4 as to the accused Isami Kintaichi be 
approved'end affirmed and the accused Isami Kintaichi be found not guilty of 
Specifications 1 and 3. 

The accused were sentenced to confinement at hard labor for a term of 
years as follows: 

Kiyomi Iwabuchi: five (3) years 

■, Isami Kintaichi: twelve (12) years 

Isamu Sasaki: twelve (12) years 

Nabua Homma: fifteen (15) years 

Seicki Naganuma: twenty-five (25) years 

The sentences imposed as to each of these accused are legal, Vhen 
compared with sentences recently imposed by other war crimes commissions for 
similar offenses, it is considered that the sentences as to these accused are 
excessive. After a careful study of the offenses of which, each accused is. deemed 
to be guilty, it is recommended that only so much of the sentence imposed on each 
of these accused as provides for confinement at hard labor be'approved as follows: 

Kiyomi Iwabuchi: three (3) years , ■ ■ 

Isami Kintaichi: six (6) years 

Isamu Sasaki: . ten (10) years 

* Nabua Horrana: ten (lo), years 

Seicki Naganuma: fifteen (16) years 

In compliance with established policy, owing to the length of time ' 
eaclv-of these accused has. spent in confinement prior to.the date of sentence. 
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it is recommended that as to each of the accused* the following months of con¬ 
finement at hard labor be remitted: 


Kiyomi Iwabuchi: 
Is ami Kintal chi: 
Isamu Sasaki:; 
Nabua Homma:\; 
Spicki, Najkuipmas , 


fifteen (15) months 
fifteen (lg> months 
fourteen (14} months 
fourteen (14) months 
fifteen (15) months 


The date of sentence ah to each of these accused was 13 May 1947. The 
accused were confined as follows: 


Kiyomi Iwabuchi: 
Isami Kintaichi: 
Isamu Sasaki: 
Nabua Homma: . 
Seicki Naganuma: 


18 November 1945 
18 November 1945 
23 December 1945 
26 December 1945 
22 November 1945 


Sugamo Prison* Tokyo* Honshu, Japan, is the appropriate place of 
confinement. 


6, Action : 

Attached hereto abe forms of action designed to carry into effect the 
above recommendations should they meet with your approval. 





NORMAN F. CARROLL 
Reviewer 

Judge Advocate Section 

I concur in general. However, as to the sentences the 
following remarks and recommendations are addod: 

NAGANUKA : t Conviction of this accused under speoifioation 
8n would justify a sentenoo of 4 years' confinement at hard labor. 
The conversion and withholding of Red Cross supplies whioh worn 
sent vast distances for the aid oftthe prisoners is all the moro 
serious because of the great need of the intended benefioiaries. 

A aonbonco of 4 years under Sproification 7 is appropriate. Eaoh 
of the other findings under 8 specifications would justify a sen¬ 
tence of 2 years. A total sentence of 24 years instead of 25 years' 
confinement is therefore recommended. 



• HOMMA* i The sentence of 15 years for conviction of 5 speoi- 
ficatioha of'brutalities and misappropriations is in accordance 
with those of other commissions for like .offenses and should be- 
approved. 


" 1 IWABUCHI : 'This accused was convicted of only one speoifloa- 
‘tlbn charging the beating of a. prisoner 1 -,. A sentence of 2 years 
-UrtdSr these ; 'ciroufribbahoes' is in accordance with-those of other-com¬ 
mission's for . like offerisesv - Reduction-of the-'-seh'-tenoe to 2- years*’ 
confinement at hard labor is recommended. 


- SASAKI i ; This 1 -'-Accused was properly -convicted of the allega¬ 
tions in one specification involving multiple mistreatments of pri- 
3onAi>S! to an extent-whiCh justifies a sentence, as to Specification 
4 fSjr 4 years. - -As to eaoh -of the other 3' specifications a sentence 
bf--'-2 years la-' indl'cated., A total sentence of 10i years' confinement, 
•at!-hard-'-labor, is therefore recommended. • 


1 U-C" 




■H 
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KINTAIOHI i In the evept that the findings of guilty of Spec¬ 
ifications 1 and 3 are disapproved, Specifications 2 and 4 will re¬ 
mains ySp'eoifioatlOh^ justifies a ■ Centenos of 3 years; Specifica¬ 
tion 4 JltrfolVefo 'multiple •taidWhatweiits 'and' a 'sentence ‘of 4 years is 
in accordance*'with the demands of JUatloe. A total sentence of 6 '■ 
yours- : 1S 'therefore' roooratiendddV ' - 

f ; ou; | n . i .'i aqoo ?’; lGar fot. - ■ ' . • . ■ . . . ■■ - 

Proposed alterna te act ions to implement' these recommendations 
are attaohed. i 

t. 1 • ■ > U- ! - 1 . ■ J \- i •• - ’ 

• ■ it is noted that. BUddhist ptfle’sts ’ in requesting elemehoy for 
HomStfu' paid'the 'following tribute ! tto the ifiahner irt whloh the -war~ 
crime a trials ..are conducted:- "Wo' hereby’ express 6Ur hearty thank a 
and pay our respeotS ; to' your-Excellency* C extremely fair and strict 
trial of the war criminals," 


ALhAN Ri BROWNE -■ 

Lt, Gqmm, VAdaars *> ■ 
Army Judge Advocate 

c.:.’ • • ■ •! <■■■■■■ ■. . • 
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